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STAFF REPORT 

 
Date:     03/12/2022 

To:    City of Trinidad Historic Preservation Commission 

Public Hearing Date: 04/13/2022 

Applicant:   Fort Wootton Memorial Square 

204 S. Chestnut St. 

Trinidad, CO 81082 

 

Property Owner:  Las Animas County Veterans' Council, a 501(c)(3) 

204 S. Chestnut St. 

Trinidad, CO 81082 

 

Application Description: Local Historic Landmark Application - Fort Wootton Memorial 

Square 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

The Las Animas County Veterans’ Council applied for listing the historic Fort 

Wootton Memorial Square located at 204 S. Chestnut Street as a Local Historic 

Landmark.  

The building is located within the boundaries of the Corazon de Trinidad National 

Historic Register District. The structure was constructed as a public memorial in 

1936 and has served Las Animas County for many years. 

The application provided is complete, and based upon the criteria outlined in 

Ordinance No. 1975, Section 14-247(3) (Municipal Code Section 14-172(C)), the 

nomination meets the minimum standards for local landmark designation. 
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PUBLIC NOTICING:   

The public hearing request for consideration of the application for nomination as a 

local historic landmark was publicly noticed in accordance with the applicable 

public notice requirements. 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION’S ROLE IN REVIEWING 

HISTORIC NOMINATION APPLICATIONS:  

Figure 1: Depiction of Fort Wootton 

1. The application for the nomination of local historic landmarks is reviewed 
by the Historic Preservation Commission in accordance with Sections 14-
247 and 14-248 of the City Ordinance No. 1975 (Municipal Code 14-172 
and 14-173), and on April 13th, 2022, to hold a public hearing on the 
application. Following the hearing the Commission shall determine 
compliance with the submittal requirements and determine alignment 
with landmarking standards. 
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Basic Considerations for the Nomination of Historic Landmarks or 

Districts  

Re: Ordinance 1975, Article 13, Sections 14-247 & 14-248 and City if Trinidad Code; 

Article Chapter 14, Section 172:  

1. The nominated structure or district is at least 50 years of age. 

The building was constructed in 1936-1937 and has been altered very little over its 

period of significance (1937-1956). The construction of minor additions/alterations 

as outlined in the application do not over adversely affect the historic integrity of 

the original structure. 

2. The nominated structure or district has historical importance: 

The building is potentially historically significant at the national level for its 
association with prominent designer, Marian Barnes, who was responsible for the 
development structure of quarried sandstone. It is also significant for its 
architectural style of Pueblo revival, which represents a unique blend of the 
pueblo style with flat roofs. Further, it is the meeting place of the Las Animas 
County Veterans' Council 501(c)(3) Executive Board Members (limited to 
Veterans) who maintain this location to preserve the memories of people, places 
and events. 
This is in alignment with their Charter, to “rehabilitate Fort Wootton Veterans' 

Memorial Square for the safe, sanitary, and comfortable use by the Veterans and 

Community of Trinidad and Las Animas County.” 

The applicant has provided a booklet on Ft. Wooten (Attachment E) that describes 

its historical significance of this building as a contributing feature with historic 

associations of the time period of 1936 to 1942.  

3. The nominated structure or district has architectural importance: 

The architecture of the Fort Wootton Veteran’s Memorial Square generally reflects 
the Late 19th and early 20th Century Revival style and features a rectangular shape 
that is 251 feet in length and 120 feet in width with external walls of locally quarried 
stone and flat asphalt roofing.  
A detailed description of the architectural significance of Fort Wooten was 
provided by the applicant and is included as Attachment B. 
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Determination: 
The Historic Preservation Commission shall review the application and within not 

more than forty (40) days after the conclusion of the public hearing, the 

Commission shall: 

1) approve or 

2) modify and approve, or 

3) disapprove the proposal by a majority vote. 

 

Recommendations from the Historic Preservation Commission of approval are 

sent to the Trinidad City Council for further consideration of Landmark status of 

the Fort Wootton Memorial Square. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

A: Local Landmark Designation, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and    

Charise Boomsma 

B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma 

C: Historic Landmark Application, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips 

D: Land Survey Plat – Fort Wooton, Submitted by Gary Terry 

E: Memorial Square Booklet, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips  
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Table 1A: Submit – Bill Phillips, Applicant 
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Table 2A: Submit – Bill Phillips, Applicant 
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Table 3A: Submit – Bill Phillips, Applicant 
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B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma 

 

Figure 1 
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B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma

 

   



Page 10 

B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma 
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B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma
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B: Narrative - Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips and Charise Boomsma 
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C: Historic Landmark Application, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips 
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C: Historic Landmark Application, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips 

 
 

 

 

 



Page 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  
 

D: Land Survey Plat – Fort Wooton, Submitted by Gary Terry 
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E: Memorial Square Booklet, Submitted by Applicant, Bill Phillips 
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